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Analyzing Petrarch and Dante’s Use of Poetry
Francesco Petrarch and Dante Alighieri are both regarded as scholars of Italian Medieval history; who pioneered the invention of Renaissance. Both of these scholars aimed to become famous during the Renaissance era by their use of poetry. As such, this paper takes an -depth analysis of how both Petrarch and Dante employs poetry to convey aspects of human life through their lived experiences as demonstrated in Dante’s Inferno (Hell), from (Divine Comedy); and Petrarch’s Canzoniere/ Rerum Vulgarium Fragmenta. 
First of all, though both Petrarch and Dante’s works are distinguished by their mastery in the use of poetry, they both differ in how they present this theme.  Petrarch employs a metaphysical theme, whereby he engages most of the text in his poetry in that metaphysically in both content and form.  In regards to the metaphysical form, Petrarch builds his template into the nature of the lyric sequence: a system that is engrained in a dance of whole versus fragment. In regards to metaphysical content, Petrarch’s thematizes multiplicity in his text. For instance, in the works, “Rerum vulgarium fragmenta,” the text is fixated with time fragmentation to illustrate how humans shape their experiences.  
Consequently, Dante’s embraces a thematic paradox both in form and in content in lyric sequence. Just like Petrarch, Dante's literary works take a multiplicity approach in several poetic shapes. He used lived experience in much of its poetry in an aim to foster his desire and yearning to live in antiquity. For instance, “love moved me, (Inf. 2.72)” (Dante).  Furthermore, Dante argues that time and multiplicities are in somewhat associated with desire; an aspect experienced because of what we lack. In retrospect, Dante poetry was led by the ghost of Virgil, the Roman poet, who is believed to have rescued Dante from the dark forest through the endeavors of the spirit world to express his interpretation of the nature of human existence. On the other hand, for Petrarch, desire is significant as a medium via which to experience the passing of time rather than an experience in itself. In regards to this viewpoint, Petrarch differs from Dante, who is mainly a love poet, because he is a poet for whom love is a crucial experience and for whom comprehending the mechanisms of love in human life is his fundamental goal. For instance, “I shall disclose to you what have been the years and the days and the hours of my sufferings,” (Musa).
Subsequently, while Dante’s Inferno poem engrains time and multiplicity to express his lived experiences, Petrarch’s account of eternity begins by refuting the existence of time, in the “Fragmenta” literary piece. Petrarch’s time’s cessation in accounting for eternity signifies anxiety; whereby he focuses on what eternity is not and barely on what it is (Kirkham). From a philosophical perspective, Petrarch’s celebrates infinite variety, different from Dante predominantly based on how he refutes between unity and multiplicity, by maintaining the notion that multiplicity emanated from one.
Finally, it can be argued that both Petrarch and Dante embrace the use of poetry to demonstrate human life by giving us insight into the past, present and future. The lived experiences ascribed in both the Inferno and Canzoniere poems allow us to reflect our own lives whilst provoking emotions and thoughts. Certainly, it can be asserted that both Dante and Petrarch's use of poetry is not only significant in helping us understand the literary world during the Renaissance era but also contribute to the understanding of humanism. 
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